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H.C.R. No. 114

HQOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIOCN

WHEREAS, The city of Wichita Falls and the State of Texas have
lost an esteemed public servant with the passing of the Honorable
John J. Gavin on February 16, 2007, at the age of 86; and

WHEREAS, Born on August 23, 1920, in Indianapolis, Indiana,
John Gavin attended Notre Dame University and was in his final year
of studies there when the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor brought
the United States into World War II; Mr. Gavin answered the nation's
call to service and joined the "Flying Irish," a group of Notre Dame
students who became Naval aviators; he served bravely as a
carrier-based fighter pilot during the war and was a member of the
Naval Reserve until 1948; and

WHEREAS, Following his discharge from active duty, he and his
wife, the former Jean Elizabeth Devine, lived in Los Angeles for
several years before moving to Texas in 1948; Mr. Gavin was a
partner in Wichita Sand and Gravel for 12 years, and in 1960 he took
on a new professional challenge by becoming a life insurance
underwriter; this began his long and successful career in that
industry, and his dedicated service was later honored by the Texas
Association of Life Underwriters, who gave him the Texas Leaders
Round Table Outstanding Achievement Award; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gavin began his career as a public servant in
1962 after being elected the mayor of Wichita Falls; during his two
years in that office, he was instrumental in bringing about racial

integration in the city's restaurants and theaters; and
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WHEREAS, In 1980, he once more was elected to public office
when the voters of the Wichita Falls area chose him to be their
voice in the Texas House of Representatives; he served with
distinction from the 67th through 71st legislatures and assumed a
number of important roles during his decade in office; highly
respected for his professional experience as an underwriter, he was
a member of the Insurance Committee throughout his tenure and
chaired that committee for three sessions; in addition, he
co-chaired a special Insurance Regulation Committee and was a
member of the Liability Insurance and Tort Law and Procedure
Committee, the Insurance Subcommittee on Budget and Oversight, and
the special Texas Catastrophic Property Insurance Pool Committee;
and

WHEREAS, Representative Gavin's wisdom and dedication were
also put to use on a number of other house committees, including
State Affairs, Intergovernmental Affairs, Teenage Pregnancy, Ways
and Means, Higher Education, Election Contests, Business and
Commerce, and the Premium Tax Task Force; and

WHEREAS, Known as a man of ethics and with a record of
achievement that spanned military combat, business success, and
political service, John Gavin distinguished himself as a
responsible and productive leader whose accomplishments were of
great benefit to the city, state, and country that he served so
admirably; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the 80th Legislature of the State of Texas
hereby pay tribute to the life of John J. Gavin and extend deepest

sympathy to the members of his family: to his wife of 64 years, Jean
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Gavin; to his children, Jean Ohm and her husband, Al, Kathleen Von
Buren, Maureen Gavin, Ann Patterson and her husband, Mike, and John
Gavin and his wife, Anne; to his 10 grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren; to his close friend of 69 years, Tom Foley;
and to his other relatives and many friends; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be
prepared for his family and that when the Texas House of
Representatives and Senate adjourn this day, they do so in memory of
the Honorable John J. Gavin.

Farabee
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.C.R. No. 114 was unanimously adopted by a

rising vote of the House on May 18, 2007.

Chief Clerk of the

I certify that H.C.R. No. 114 was unanimously adopted by a

rising vote of the Senate on May 18, 2007.
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